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Hybrid cloud and AI are reshaping infrastructure requirements, with growing emphasis on data sovereignty,
governance, and control. As AI‑accelerated workloads increase data volume and sensitivity, organizations
must modernize virtualization platforms and support data‑intensive operations while maintaining
cloud‑consistent experiences, without compromising compliance or long‑term investment protection.
Maximizing the performance, efficiency, and scalability for these environments demands a flexible, secure,
and integrated end-to-end infrastructure with business-critical support.

At Microsoft Ignite 2025, we announced the ThinkAgile Disaggregated Solution for Microsoft Azure Local,
enabling hybrid S2D + SAN deployments using ThinkAgile MX Series HCI compute and ThinkSystem
storage arrays via Fibre Channel networking. Today, Lenovo is expanding this collaboration with Microsoft
to support SAN‑only deployments, delivering fully disaggregated architectures that allow compute and
storage to scale independently, designed for sovereign private cloud environments and AI‑driven
workloads. Learn more about today's announcement.

Microsoft Azure Local provides a robust platform for running workloads with cloud-consistent operations
on‑premises, but infrastructure design remains critical in an AI‑driven world. Lenovo is addressing this
need by expanding its Azure Local hardware portfolio with configurations that support disaggregated
architectures that give customers greater control over how compute and storage are deployed, scaled,
and governed.

ThinkAgile Disaggregated Solution for Microsoft Azure Local
At the center of this portfolio expansion is the ThinkAgile Disaggregated Solution for Microsoft Azure
Local, which combines ThinkAgile MX Series HCI compute with ThinkSystem DM, DS, and DG Series
enterprise storage arrays. Together, these platforms form a modular foundation designed for virtualization,
hybrid cloud, and AI‑ready workloads.

The ThinkAgile MX Series delivers Azure Local compute with automated deployment, integrated lifecycle
management, and enterprise‑class support providing customers with a cloud-consistent environment, on-
premises. When coupled with ThinkSystem DM, DS or DG Series storage arrays, customers gain access
to advanced data services, high‑performance SAN storage, and scalable capacity, without forcing data
migration or architectural complexity. This integration enables consistent operations across new and
existing Azure Local environments.
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Introducing Compute Only Configurations for Greater Flexibility
To further expand deployment choice, Lenovo is introducing new compute‑only configurations on the
ThinkAgile MX Series. These configurations allow customers to deploy ThinkAgile MX as dedicated Azure
Local compute nodes while integrating external storage for SAN only deployments. This configuration
delivers the same consistent experience with simplified deployments, Solution Builder Extensions (SBE)
integration for simplified updates in Azure Portal, and enterprise‑class support through Lenovo Premier
Support.

With compute‑only configurations, organizations can:

Integrate Lenovo ThinkSystem DM, DG, and DS Series storage arrays into new or existing Azure
Local deployments, or
Bring their own Azure Local‑validated third‑party SAN arrays into their ThinkAgile MX Series
environments.

This expanded capability enables fully disaggregated architectures where compute and storage scale
independently, helping customers maximize the value of their SAN investments, modernize compute
platforms, and align infrastructure growth with business priorities.

Figure 1. Broad selection of compute & storage solutions for Microsoft Azure Local

With this addition, Lenovo now offers one of the broadest and most flexible Microsoft Azure Local
portfolios in the market, giving customers the freedom to choose the right model without tradeoffs:

ThinkAgile MX Series, an Azure Local Premier Solution, for proven turnkey HCI simplicity
ThinkAgile Disaggregated Solution for Microsoft Azure Local enabling compute and storage for
independent scaling
NEW ThinkAgile MX Series compute only configurations for external SAN only deployments
ThinkSystem DM Series, DG Series & DS Series Storage Arrays
ThinkSystem DB Series Fibre Channel Switches

Scaling Sovereign Private Cloud and AI with Disaggregated Lenovo Infrastructure for Microsoft Azure Local 2

https://lenovopress.lenovo.com/assets/images/LP2425/Picture1.jpg
https://www.lenovo.com/us/en/servers-storage/sdi/thinkagile-mx-series/
https://www.lenovo.com/us/en/servers-storage/storage/
https://www.lenovo.com/us/en/c/servers-storage/storage/storage-area-network/san-fibre-channel-switches/


Built for Sovereign Private Cloud, AI, and Future Growth
The ability to independently scale compute and storage is increasingly critical for sovereign private cloud
deployments and emerging AI workloads, where data locality, performance, and governance are essential.
Lenovo’s solutions for disaggregated architectures within Azure Local provide a future‑ready foundation
that supports these requirements while maintaining the consistency and validation expected of enterprise
infrastructure.

“By expanding support for disaggregated architectures within Azure Local, Lenovo and Microsoft deliver
greater flexibility without compromising reliability or supportability,” said Scott Patti, VP Infrastructure
Solutions Group (ISG), Lenovo. “The combination of ThinkAgile MX Series and ThinkSystem Enterprise
Storage enables organizations to modernize with confidence, using enterprise‑class Lenovo solutions
designed to adapt as workloads, data, and business demands evolve.”

Lenovo’s disaggregated solutions for Microsoft Azure Local help customers turn infrastructure constraints
into strategic advantages across private cloud, AI, and regulated environments. By independently scaling
compute and storage, organizations can leverage their SAN investments, unlock the value of data where it
resides, and modernize legacy environments without disruption or prepare for future growth. When
combined with Lenovo’s TruScale consumption models and Lenovo enterprise services, customers can
confidently deploy their Microsoft Azure Local infrastructure with the same variable OPEX model they have
in the cloud. This approach empowers customers to evolve confidently, on their terms and at their pace,
aligned with business and sovereignty requirements.

Learn more about today's announcement.
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Related product families
Product families related to this document are the following:

Microsoft Alliance
ThinkAgile MX Series for Microsoft Azure Local
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Notices
Lenovo may not offer the products, services, or features discussed in this document in all countries. Consult your local
Lenovo representative for information on the products and services currently available in your area. Any reference to a
Lenovo product, program, or service is not intended to state or imply that only that Lenovo product, program, or
service may be used. Any functionally equivalent product, program, or service that does not infringe any Lenovo
intellectual property right may be used instead. However, it is the user's responsibility to evaluate and verify the
operation of any other product, program, or service. Lenovo may have patents or pending patent applications
covering subject matter described in this document. The furnishing of this document does not give you any license to
these patents. You can send license inquiries, in writing, to:

Lenovo (United States), Inc.
8001 Development Drive
Morrisville, NC 27560
U.S.A.
Attention: Lenovo Director of Licensing

LENOVO PROVIDES THIS PUBLICATION ”AS IS” WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESS OR
IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF NON-INFRINGEMENT,
MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. Some jurisdictions do not allow disclaimer of
express or implied warranties in certain transactions, therefore, this statement may not apply to you.

This information could include technical inaccuracies or typographical errors. Changes are periodically made to the
information herein; these changes will be incorporated in new editions of the publication. Lenovo may make
improvements and/or changes in the product(s) and/or the program(s) described in this publication at any time without
notice.

The products described in this document are not intended for use in implantation or other life support applications
where malfunction may result in injury or death to persons. The information contained in this document does not affect
or change Lenovo product specifications or warranties. Nothing in this document shall operate as an express or
implied license or indemnity under the intellectual property rights of Lenovo or third parties. All information contained
in this document was obtained in specific environments and is presented as an illustration. The result obtained in other
operating environments may vary. Lenovo may use or distribute any of the information you supply in any way it
believes appropriate without incurring any obligation to you.

Any references in this publication to non-Lenovo Web sites are provided for convenience only and do not in any
manner serve as an endorsement of those Web sites. The materials at those Web sites are not part of the materials for
this Lenovo product, and use of those Web sites is at your own risk. Any performance data contained herein was
determined in a controlled environment. Therefore, the result obtained in other operating environments may vary
significantly. Some measurements may have been made on development-level systems and there is no guarantee that
these measurements will be the same on generally available systems. Furthermore, some measurements may have
been estimated through extrapolation. Actual results may vary. Users of this document should verify the applicable
data for their specific environment.

© Copyright Lenovo 2026. All rights reserved.

 

This document, LP2425, was created or updated on April 27, 2026.

Send us your comments in one of the following ways:

Use the online Contact us review form found at:
https://lenovopress.lenovo.com/LP2425
Send your comments in an e-mail to:
comments@lenovopress.com

This document is available online at https://lenovopress.lenovo.com/LP2425.
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Trademarks
Lenovo and the Lenovo logo are trademarks or registered trademarks of Lenovo in the United States,
other countries, or both. A current list of Lenovo trademarks is available on the Web at
https://www.lenovo.com/us/en/legal/copytrade/.

The following terms are trademarks of Lenovo in the United States, other countries, or both:
Lenovo®
ThinkAgile®
ThinkSystem®
TruScale®

The following terms are trademarks of other companies:

Microsoft®, Azure®, and Microsoft Ignite® are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States,
other countries, or both.

Other company, product, or service names may be trademarks or service marks of others.
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